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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER as proposals. The extent of consumer comment is reported when such information is available. 

© Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has issued a mandatory safety standard for US and imported 
matchbooks—but not for wooden matches packaged in boxes or “strike anywhere” wooden kitchen matches. CPSC 


received 231 comments on the proposal from consumers, consumer groups, matchbook makers, paperboard suppliers 
and others. Final standards differ from the proposal in the following ways: 


© Child-resistant matchbook covers will not be required. CPSC received 89 comments on this feature of the propos- 
al, and most were opposed to it. CPSC’s principal reason for concluding that such a requirement would not be in the 
public interest was because it would impose severe economic burdens without offsetting injury reduction and could 
actually increase risks of injury if frustrated users chose to defeat the requirements. 

e Limited burn time/distance feature as originally proposed is not included in the new standards because questions 
about its effectiveness cannot be answered at this time. 


As originally proposed, the striking area must be on the back of the matchbook, where many manufacturers have 
been placing it voluntarily. 


Effective date is May 4, 1978. Details—Federal Register: May 4, page 22656; April 1, 1976, page 14112. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: April 15, 1976. For more information, write or call James M. McNamara, Office of Standards Coordination 
and Appraisal, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Bethesda, MD 20207; telephone 301-492-6470. 


© Food and Drug Administration (FDA) will require most aerosol-packaged food, drugs and cosmetics initially 
shipped in interstate commerce after Oct. 31 to carry warning labels if the products contain chlorofluorocarbon gases as 
a propellant. (The second part of the proposal, which was a notice saying that FDA intends to phase out the nonessential 
uses of the chemical, will be formally proposed by FDA at a later date, and consumers will have an opportunity to 
comment at that time.) FDA received 162 comments on the proposal to require warning labels. Details—Federa! 
Register: April 29, page 22018; Nov. 26, 1976, page 52070. CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1976. 


NOTE: See “Aerosols—CPSC” below for Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal on products under 
its jurisdiction. 


Metric road signs 


Details—Federal Register: April 27, page 21487. Send com- 
: ; ’ ments to FHWA Docket No. 77-7, Room 4230, Federal High- 
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Reach 50% compliance July 1, 1979 NOTE: At CONSUMER NEws’ deadline, Food and Drug Ad- 
Reach 100% compliance Dec. 30. 1979 ministration (FDA), Environmental Protection Agency 

7 : oe (EPA) and Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
proposed a timetable for phasing out aerosol products contain- 
ing fluorocarbon gas. The complete proposal will be sum- 
marized in the June 1 issue of CONSUMER REGISTER. 


Warning and regulatory signs Sept. 30, 1980 
Guide signs, mileposts and other 
advisory signs Sept. 30, 1982 





Credit disclosure 


June 15 is deadline for comments on proposals by the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board (the Fed) for amending several regula- 
tions about disclosure of credit terms to consumers. The pro- 
posals are meant to eliminate unnecessary and complicated 
components from the Truth-in-Lending statement in order to 
give consumers more meaningful information and simplify 
lender compliance with the regulations. 


The provisions affected are not part of the Truth-in- 
Lending Act, but were added by the Fed under its 
regulation-writing authority. Specifically, the Fed is propos- 
ing the following amendments: 


@ Elimination of the requirement that the components of 
finance charges be itemized. The Fed feels that consumers can 
best shop for credit by comparing total finance charges. The 
Fed suggests that component charges, such as “time price dif- 
ferential,” are often complex and confusing, and are not mean- 
ingful to consumers, and that the existing variety of differing 
terms serves more to confuse than inform. 


@ Simplification of rules relating to the rebate of finance 
charges on prepayment of loans. This would eliminate the re- 
quirement to describe the method used to compute the rebate 
of finance charges upon prepayment. Instead, a lender would 
simply state whether or not a rebate will be made. The Fed 
notes that the existence of a rebate is an important item to 
disclose since it can have a monetary impact on consumers, and 
that elaborate technical explanations of the methods used to 
compute rebates are not useful. 


The Fed says that most states require prepayment rebates 
and often prescribe methods for computation, and would par- 
ticularly welcome comments that might reveal the extent to 
which consumers are aware of their right to rebates under 
state laws, and the importance of lenders’ practices regarding 
rebates as they relate to this right. 


® Elimination of the need for license, certificate of title, 
and registration fees to be itemized in order to exclude them 
from the finance charge. These items are generally used in 
automobile sales,and, according to the Fed, since they are im- 
posed equally on both cash and credit transactions, they do not 
meet the definition of the finance charge. However, if these 
items are financed by the lender, they become part of the 
amount subject to the finance charge and must be disclosed and 
itemized. 


@ Elimination of the itemization of components of the down 
payment in a credit sale including the terms “cash down pay- 
ment,” “trade-in” and “total down payment.” The Fed says 
that while disclosure of the total down payment is essential, 
additional information is not useful to consumers and does not 
help with credit shopping. 


Details—Federal Register: May 9, page 23516. For further in- 
formation contact D. Edwin Schmeltzer, Division of Consumer 
Affairs, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
Washington, DC 20551; Phone 202-452-2412. Send comments to 
Secretary, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, Washington, DC 20551. Include Docket Number R-0098. 


Complainant disclosures 


June 6 is deadline for comments on Federal Trade Com- 


mission’s (FTC) proposal to prohibit disclosure of the name of 


any person who tells FTC about a suspected law violation when 


there is reason to believe that the person expects his/her iden- 
tity to be kept confidential. 


Proposed rule would still permit FTC to disclose the name 
of the complainant when it refers a complaint about a specific 
product or service to the producer, seller, or another agency. 


Details—Federal Register: May 5, page 22897. Send comments 
to Secretary, Federal Trade Commission, Washington, DC 
20580. For further information call or write Barry R. Rubin at 
the above address; telephone 202-523-3865. 


Nondiscrimination— 
handicapped persons 


Health, Education and Welfare Dept. (HEW) has issued 
rules implementing a section of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
that prohibits discrimination against otherwise qualified hand- 
icapped persons in employment, operation of programs and ac- 
tivities receiving financial assistance from HEW. Such accom- 
modation includes removing architectural barriers to employ- 
ment. HEW says it is “meaningless to ‘admit’ a handicapped 
person in a wheelchair to a program if the program is offered 
only on the third floor of a walk-up building.” 


Details—Federal Register: May 4, page 22676. For further in- 
formation, contact John Wodatch, Office for Civil Rights, 
Health, Education and Welfare Dept., Washington, DC 20201; 
telephone: 202-245-1821. 


Retirement plans 


Effective July 6, Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
(FDIC) will permit commercial and mutual savings banks to 
pay higher interest rates on Individual Retirement Accounts 
(IRAs) and Keogh (H.R. 10) plans which have a maturity of at 
least 3 years. 


The maximum rate allowable after July 6 will be the high- 
est rate allowed by Federal regulations for deposits of less 
than $100,000. Currently that rate is set at 7°%4%. Rates that 
high are available only on 6-year time deposits at thrift institu- 
tions such as mutual savings banks or savings and loan associa- 
tions. 


No bank is required to pay the maximum allowable rate of 
interest, but the practice is common. 


Details—Federal Register: April 26, page 21272. 


Tris 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) is com- 
plying with a May 3 court order that says the commission must 
expand its ban on the chemical flame retardant Tris to include 
certain fabric yarn and fiber containing Tris—and Tris 
itself—which is used in or intended for use in children’s wear- 
ing apparel. [On April 8, CPSC banned the sale of children’s 
clothing containing Tris. CONSUMER NEws: April 15.] In the 
court order, the judge stated that the economic burden of re- 
purchase would be more evenly distributed through the chain 
of production, that is, manufacturers of the material, manufac- 
turers of the finished products, retailers, etc. Under the Fed- 
eral Hazardous Substances Act, which CPSC administers, 
banned products must be repurchased (at the purchase price 
plus any additional transportation costs) throughout the chain 
of distribution by any manufacturer or others who sold them. 


Details—Federal Register: May 5, page 22878. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies of Federal Register may be 


available in libraries. 





For you Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 

These forms are for you to This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
use, if you wish, in commenting by (name of agency) 
on any Federal Agency pro- 
posal summarized in CON- 
SUMER REGISTER. Of course, if 
you cannot get your comments 
on the front and back of a form, 
feel free to continue your com- 
ments on additional paper. 

Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEWS is pub- 
lishing these forms in coopera- 
tion with Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA). 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


Name 


Street 


; Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
Rate Register CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


Buses This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


¢ Interstate Commerce Com- by (name of agency) 
mission’s (ICC) Board of Suspen- 
sions ——s an 11% bus fare in- 
crease for the nation’s intercity 
buses. ICC had originally approved a 
13% increase, but Justice Dept. told 
the commission to postpone that de- 
cision until the actual revenue needs 
of the bus industry were determined. 
(Bus fares have already gone up 6% 
on an emergency basis.) Council on 
Wage and Price Stability (CWPS) 
also protested the 13% increase be- 
cause of its effect on low-income Name 
travelers. Instead, it suggested that 
bus companies provide less frequent Street 
service. (CWPS has responsibility 
for reviewing various policies of the 
Federal Government for inflationary 
impact. ) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


Trains 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 


© Most train fares on Amtrak’s CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


system will go up on June 1. The av- 
erage percentage increase is 3%, but This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 
there will also be a surcharge of 25¢ 
to one dollar for all increased 
fares—to help Amtrak recover from published in Federal Register on (date) 
heavy costs incurred during the past 

severe winter. The surcharge for all 

fares over $15 will be one dollar. 

Some examples of the new fares fol- 

low: 


by (name of agency) 


on (page) 


OLD NEW 
Boston to 
Washington, DC = $ 35.00 $ 37.50* 
Chicago to 
Los Angeles $110.00 $115.00* 
*Includes surcharge 
Some fares will not increase at all; 
Amtrak adjusts prices on a route-by- 
route basis. 
(Continued next page) 


i Neca Meee 
May 15, 1977 over) 





Rate Register 


(continued) 


Planes 


e@ May 29 is deadline for comments 
on Civil Aeronautics Board’s (CAB) 
proposal to grant 3 airlines “fill-up” 
rights—selling tickets to fill seats 
emptied by passengers disembarking 
at intermediate stops—on 7 domestic 
segments of their international 
routes. The airlines, Braniff, Pan 
American and Northwest, asked for 
fill-up rights on all domestic seg- 
ments of international routes, but 
CAB said “it would be inappropriate 
to institute a proceeding to consider 
blanket fill-up authority ...” and 
pointed out that “international car- 
riers are not forced to operate un- 
economic domestic flight segments, 
as was claimed.” CAB also said its 
“tentative findings show that the 
carriers are presently operating over 
those sectors with a high percentage 
of their capacity unfilled and that a 
grant of fill-up authority would bene- 
fit them and the public without im- 
posing any substantial burden on the 
incombents (domestic carriers 
licensed to service particular 
routes).”” Send comments to Docket 
Section, Civil Aeronautics Board, 
Washington, DC 20428. 


e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has extended North Central 
Airlines’ systemwide group fares for 
one year. Fares offer a discount of 
20% to groups of 10 or more and re- 
quire advance reservation and pay- 
ment. 


@ On April 28, Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) upheld domestic night 
coach fares and said they were a 
benefit both to consumers and the 
airlines. CAB added that night coach 
fares “are fully cost justified at a 
55% load factor, and are not a ‘non- 
cost based promotional discount 
fare.’”’ Fares are set at 80% of the 
day coach and standard class fares, 
and planes must leave between 9 
p.m. and 6:59 a.m. and arrive at ter- 
minals no later than 7:50 a.m. CAB 
said that this service, which uses 
planes normally idle at night, enables 
the airlines to encourage consumers 
to travel at inconvenient hours by 
passing on savings in the form of 
lower fares. 


Mail 


¢ The Commission on Postal Serv- 
ice, which Congress created last 
year to identify and study financial 
and other problems of the Postal 
Service (PS), has recommended (1) 
cutting mail deliveries to 5 days a 
week; (2) increasing the annual Fed- 
eral subsidy to PS; and (3) giving 
serious attention to moving part of 
the mail electronically. Even if these 
measures are adopted, the commis- 
sion said first class mail rates will 
climb to 22¢ per 28 grams (one 
ounce) by 1985. 
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